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First Christian has an active Christian education
program to nurture the faith of all ages - from
children in the nursery to the Sunday school and
choir program for children, to the youth group
and adult Sunday school classes. First Christian
has discovered thg joy of intergenerational activi-
ties through Dinner with Disciples (DWD) on Wednesday evenings. Families
and children gather for a meal at 5:30 followed by youth group activities for all
ages. Activities include recreation to mission to participating in worship leader-
ship to plain ole fun. Some evenings include field trips for nearby activities. Al-
most 3/4 of the congregation gathers for Sunday school on Sunday mornings,
with three classes for children, two for youth and two for adults. Numerous
young families have joined the church through the evangelism and personal invita-
tions of other families with children, for they value the role that children have in
the congregation and want to share it with other families. Others visit our con-
gregation due to personal invitations throughout the week when they visit the
church for food vouchers or other assistance.

The congregation is active in several community organizations, including Helping
Hand (food pantry), the Community Garden, Virgie's Place and the Delta Chil-
dren’s Home. Through volunteers, board members and monetary support, the
congregation strives to help those in need in the community. The congregation
also works against human trafficking
| through the NightLight program in

1 Branson and the SEMO Rescue and
| Restore Coalition. Through the
Annual Reconciliation offering and
Week of Compassion, the congrega-
tion offers monetary support and
raises the awareness of global issues.
A monthly bulletin insert also re-
minds the congregation of the Glob-
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al Mission Partners around the world, as well
as a prayer printed in the weekly email news-
letter from a Mission Partner. Through the
Card and Prayer ministry, adult Sunday
school classes send out cards to members of
the congregation, the community, and be-
yond who need a word of hope in the midst
of the difficulties of life.

First Christian has strong connection to the denomination, with participation in
the Bootheel clergy cluster, Area and Regional Assemblies and the General As-
sembly. In past years, the congregation sent numerous children and youth to
summer church camp, with plans to begin their involvement with the Intergener-
ational Camp hosted by SEGA. The church includes the Area and Disciples Mis-
sion Fund in its annual budget and also participants in the six Special Day offer-
ings. Currently the congregation has members serving on the Area Board and the

Disciples Care Team.

The congregation also participates in ecumenical activities through Helping Hand
and the Ministerial Alliance, both financially and with volunteers. Several youth
and families participate in the Sunday evening ecumenical youth group (Youth
Uniting in Christ) at the Methodist Church. Other ecumenical activities include
Good Friday, high school baccalaureate, and others as organized by the Ministeri-
al Alliance. The congregation works with the Methodist and Presbyterian
churches to host an annual ecumenical Vacation Bible School.
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