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Getting ready to shine

Thursday, December 25, 2014

Christmas Day

Please read Matthew 2:1–12
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?” (NIV)

On a crisp, clear night, we drove in the countryside away from
the bright lights of the city. As we drove farther from the city
lights, the night sky seemed to come to life. It had millions of
twinkling stars, with planets and constellations visible. We
sensed how early astronomers were in awe of the sight and
sought a clearer perspective. They studied the stars and
followed their placement in the sky, just as the Magi followed
the star in the east to the Christ child. As we watched the stars
it was apparent some were more intense in brilliance, and we
knew God had created the majestic scene that surrounded us.
The visit of the Magi occurred during the time when King
Herod, a non-Jew and ruler of Judea, was threatened by the
birth of a baby destined to be the king of the Jews. Herod was
a ruthless leader who had murdered several family members
and ordered babies killed. The Magi understood the
significance of the child for whom they were seeking. They
traveled hundreds of miles following the star, with the glory of
the Lord guiding them. After visiting the mother and child, the
Magi returned to their country by a different route. Our allknowing God provided a sign to the Magi through a dream.
On this Christmas Day we celebrate the birth of the Christ
child, the wonderful gift from God. As we walk in the light from
God, love surrounds us each and every day.
Loving God, we thank you for your Son and the light that shines
in the world. Amen.
Anne Moyer
First Christian Church, Kennett

Have a joyous Christmas Day,
filled with the light of Jesus.
2
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Wednesday, December 24, 2014

Christmas Eve

Sunday, November 30, 2014

First Sunday of Advent

Please read Luke 2:8–20

Please read Mark 13:32–37

Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has told us about. (NIV)

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you
do not know when the time will come. (NRSV)

This amazing story details the birth of a savior…our Savior. It
also details the shepherd’s trek, or in other words, their journey
to Bethlehem to see for themselves the birth of the Messiah.
Let’s pretend for a moment you are a shepherd. What trek…
what journey has God sent you on? What does God want you
to see and experience for yourself? What new birth is waiting to
be seen, heard, and discovered by you?
God gives us directions, but we as believers don’t always
follow those directions. As Christians we must follow God’s
directions to experience the new birth that God has waiting for
us in our lives. When we follow God’s lead, we will experience
new birth all around us and we will be able to praise and glorify
God for all the things heard, seen, and experienced.
Dear God, as you lead, I will follow. I want to hear, see, and
experience new birth in my life. In Jesus name, Amen.
Anthony Pulliam
Liberation Christian Church

From time to time we hear from various sources that “the signs
of the Apocalypse” can be observed in ever growing numbers.
The verses above might be seen as adding to those signs—but
in our opinion they should be studied a little more. And here's
why.
Everything we read in the Bible is not immediately clear to us.
Mark appears to be borrowing heavily from earlier Hebrew
scriptures. Some of these scriptures tended to have a somber
outlook and were pessimistic much like the book of Revelation.
In contrast, Matthew used much of the same source but took
the theme out of the “End of the World” context and viewed
them as an indication that they were living according to Jesus’
teaching.
Matthew read that source yet derived a different conclusion
than Mark. What for Mark were signs of “The End” persecution,
family disintegration, and all sorts of frightening possibilities is
often known as the “Little Apocalypse.” Matthew, however,
viewed these sources as reassuring—that God still rules the
universe and is still in charge. Further, we know that Jesus
came, taught, and died for us. That's hopeful and reassuring
and the occasion on which we celebrate as the birth of Jesus is
a reminder of God's love for us. Be hopeful as we begin this
Advent season. God rules.
God, who sent Jesus, help us to be aware of the meaning of this
season. Remind us that you still reign over our world. Guide us
to remain faithful to your hopes for us. In the name of Jesus we
pray. Amen.
Joan and Don Morrison
Affton Christian Church
You may also read each day’s devotional on your computer or
smartphone at www.kennettchristianchurch.org/advent-2014.
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Monday, December 1, 2014

Tuesday, December 23, 2014

Please read Psalm 80:1–3, 17–19

Please read Luke 2:1–7

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
(NRSV)

While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave
birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom. (CEB)

On these gloomy days of winter I think we are familiar with the
cry of the psalmist. This fall in St. Louis we have been familiar
with that cry as well. We have known and lived in the darkness
of racism and poverty. We have struggled with the separation
of God’s people by law and lawlessness, by those in power and
those who seek power, by those with a voice and those whose
voice has been silenced. We have cried out at those times,
“Restore us, O God.”
In personal times of chaos, when the sun has not shone for
days and our souls are darkened by loss and loneliness, we
offer up that same cry. We seek life and light in a time of
waiting. Advent is precisely that time of waiting. The days are
getting shorter and we are called to wait. The nights are getting
longer and we are called to wait.
Somehow, through the stories of our faith, we are assured that
God’s face will shine and that we may be saved from this
chaos we have created and stirred up. Advent is that perfect
mixture of hope and anticipation. We know how this story
begins and ends, and yet we wait to see the face of God lying
in a manger. Every year. We wait. And we hope. And we
anticipate the light that comes with the birth of God’s presence
in the world.
It is precisely that combination of hope and anticipation that
gives us the strength to cry out to God: “Restore us, O God...let
your face shine, that we may be saved.” And in doing so, we,
like the psalmist, trust that we may be saved and that the light
of God’s face will shine.

Well, it is almost the end of another Advent Season and almost
Christmas Day. The scripture for today marks one of the most
important events in the life of the Christian Church: the humble birth
of the Savior of the world. I can’t imagine a less majestic place to lay
the new baby than in a manger where the animals fed.
I remember each time my wife was pregnant with our two sons, we
were hesitant to venture too far from home during the last weeks
leading up to the due date. When we were expecting our first child, I
had to be gone for a couple days and I was a nervous wreck the
whole time, worrying that something would happen and I wouldn’t be
there. First-time parents are often that way, worrying about
everything that might go wrong. I can only imagine if I had told my
wife that we were going on a long trip and that we would probably be
gone when it came time to have the baby. She probably would not
have gone, or at least we would have been extremely uncomfortable
about the trip.
So think about young Mary and the idea of leaving home and
traveling many miles to another area of the country, knowing that
you probably would have the baby while you were there. There was
no way that she could have made it through the delivery, away from
her home and things that were comfortable and familiar, without the
calmness of Spirit provided her by God’s presence in her heart. She
knew that God was with her and that she would be strong because
she had been chosen for this task by God. So during this time, let’s
remember Mary and the fear that she undoubtedly had, and also the
strength she showed in the face of extremely adverse and humble
conditions.

Shining God, we give you thanks for the Advent time of waiting.
We learn newly during times of darkness what hope really
means. We are reminded in moments of chaos that you come to
save us even from ourselves. May your face shine brightly in our
lives, God, that we may be restored.

God, we thank you for your Son who was born and for whom we
anticipate again. We thank you for the example he and his mother set
for us, for from the humblest of beginnings can rise greatness. Bless
each of us as we complete this Advent Season. In Jesus name, Amen.

Charlsi Lewis Lee

Phillip Britt
First Christian Church, Kennett

Compton Heights Christian Church
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Monday, December 22, 2014

Tuesday, December 2, 2014

Please read Luke 1:46–55

Please read 1 Corinthians 1:3–9

And Mary said, “My soul doth magnify the Lord.” (KJV)

You were made rich through him in everything: in all your
communication and every kind of knowledge. (CEB)

Blessed beyond words, Mary was an ordinary young girl who’s
human body nurtured the baby Jesus, who later generations
called our Savior. Her joyful words of faith found in Luke
became a great hymn of the church, often called the Magnificat
from the Latin “my soul magnifies.” Mary was a powerful
instrument that brought about God’s hope and message for all
people, for she magnified what God was doing in the world.
Generations have loved and worshiped Mary and even prayed
to her because God gave her the ultimate gift of this special
birth. Elizabeth and Mary, two brave women, were strong in
their faith. They passionately believed in the angel’s prophecy.
Look around during these few remaining days of Advent and
see how God continues to magnify hope in the world.
God, may you count us worthy of your calling. May peace and
love come into ours hearts and minds as we prepare for God’s
blessings this Advent season. Amen.
Marie Reichling
Crossroads Christian Church

Growing up in the small village of Tunnelton, Indiana, our family
always gathered at my Grandma Horner’s house for an
afternoon of good food, cards, and fellowship. Friends and
neighbors would stop by, and at times it seemed as though the
entire village was our family!
The scripture referenced reminds us that we are indeed
blessed with family, nature, friends, and the safety of family as
we grew up. It also teaches us that God is ever present, in
good times and bad. God is our rock, our security, our Savior.
We trust that Christ and the Holy Spirit work through us.
Everything that we experience may not be pleasant on this
earth, but we are assured that Christ is ever present, giving us
what we need.
We are called upon to believe in Christ, give honor and glory to
God, and accept the Holy Spirit. Grace and Peace to you
during this Advent season.
God we honor and bless you. We ask that you give us strength
to follow your will. Amen.
Jill Green
Crossroads Christian Church
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Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Sunday, December 21, 2014

Please read Micah 4:1–5

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Please read Luke 1:39–45

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks. (NRSV)

Micah speaks of an ideal world in which nations and people are
totally at peace, when no one feels intimidated by another, when
the need for weaponry is only a memory, and when people of all
faiths live beside and amongst each other without fear or malice.
Yet the world as we know it seems light years from the utopia
Micah described.
We dream of peace. We envision a peaceful night, a quiet town
bustling with visitors who have come to be counted because the
emperor demands to know. We see a dome of bright stars
overhead and a man and his pregnant wife staying in the only
accommodation available, an animal shelter, and we know that
Christmas will come soon. The world is at peace. At least on this
night in this town and in the surrounding fields, no one is fighting.
It’s an ideal vista, which becomes real because a baby was born
that night.
But where is the peace? Where is God in this world 2,000 years
later? Still in the manger? Definitely not! The baby grew and, as a
man, did more to promote peace than anyone else before or
since.
Where is peace? It’s in the gestures of neighbors near and far
who speak silently with actions, who accept those who differ from
themselves as God’s equal creation worthy of dignity, respect,
and trust. It’s in the eyes of benevolent friends who see human
need and move to address it. Peace is in the backbone of
Christian followers who stand in defense of the helpless and
needy, who get their hands, and their wallets, dirty in relieving the
suffering of the less fortunate.
The ideal peace starts with us as individuals, in our realization that
all the world’s people are creations of God. As such, we are all
worthy recipients of God’s omnipotent love.
Dear God, may we be instruments of your peace in the entire world.
Amen.
John Moyer
First Christian Church, Kennett
6

The babe in my womb skipped like a lamb for sheer joy. (The Message)
Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord
would be fulfilled. (NJB)
Several pastors had come to participate and “bring a prayerful presence”
to a protest. Most of the protesters were young people of all education
levels and experiences, and I found their reflections compelling. Strains of
hymns and talk about Jesus were scattered amidst the crowd.
We were careful to remain on the sidewalk, but when police blocked it,
there were some young people around me who became quite protective,
wanting to know if I had something to cover my face in case of pepper
spray. A young woman and man made sure I could cover my face and
they sprayed a vinegar mixture inside my turtleneck collar. Luckily it was
not needed.
As we gathered on the SLU campus, a young leader invited us into four
minutes of silence. Hundreds of people were so silent that we could hear
the quiet of the night. We then heard the words of dreamers and
visionaries, punctuated by alternating cheers and silence. In that crowd I
realized I was not so much “bringing a prayerful presence” as I was
joining a prayerful presence that was brought by the young and in a way I
did not expect. There were times when my heart leapt. Two older black
men hugged each other while looking at the kids who were leading. One
of them said, “Can you believe this? The young people have been able to
do it.” These older civil rights veterans were brought to tears when they
saw that these young adults truly believed that change would come.
We don’t know why Mary went to visit Elizabeth. Was Mary afraid and did
not want to be alone? Did she go to comfort Elizabeth who was having a
child in old age? Luke only tells us that when Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child in her womb leapt for joy. Elizabeth called Mary
blessed because Mary believed that what God promised her would be
fulfilled.
In that crowd, I saw people who are blessed because they believe that
God’s promise will be fulfilled, that the justice of Mary’s Magnificat is
coming!
God of Joy, our hope leaps within us when we believe that your promise will
be fulfilled. Thank you for Jesus who lives and loves and embodies your
peace with justice! Amen.

Jacque Foster
Compton Heights Christian Church
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Celebrating the light of new birth

Thursday, December 4, 2014
Please read Micah 4:6–10
Writhe in agony, Daughter Zion, like a woman in labor. (NIV)

In recent years, birth plans have become a popular part of the
pregnancy process. A birth plan is a written expression of the
parents’ decisions and requests during the delivery of their child. It
includes information such as the type of environment desired (e.g.,
lighting, music), who they would like present during the delivery,
and (probably most importantly) how the labor pain is to be
managed. The premise of a birth plan is to help guide important
decisions and establish good communication between parents and
care providers.
In the above-referenced text, the Lord is laying out a plan to
“deliver” the Israelites from captivity. God’s plans are very detailed,
stating who will be present during the delivery (i.e., the lame, the
outcast, and the afflicted). Through Micah, God identifies their
current environment as one with no king or counselor.
Micah goes on further establishing how their pain will be managed,
as they will dwell in the open field far away from the city until the
time of their delivery to Babylon. God’s plan in this passage is
pertinent by way of helping the Israelites guide their decision to
trust God during this time. It also incites good communication
between the Israelites and God.
I’m sure Mary did not have much of a birth plan as she prepared to
give birth to the Savior of the world. But if she did, I would imagine
that the environment would have been much different. Mary likely
would not have invited the animals of the stable to be present. And
just like any woman who has ever given birth, she might have
included detailed instruction on how to manage her pain. Mary
might not have had a birth plan, but God most definitely did!
God, you assure us that you have plans for us. Please help us to
remember that discomfort and distress might be part of that plan,
but you will provide the means to manage any possible pain that
might occur. We thank you for the comfort of the Holy Spirit and for
your divine deliverance. Amen.
Erica R. Brooks
Liberation Christian Church
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Friday, December 5, 2014

Saturday, December 20, 2014

Please read Micah 5:2–5a

Please read Matthew 1:18–25

As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah, though you are the least significant
of Judah’s forces, one who is to be a ruler in Israel on my behalf will
come out from you. (CEB)

Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through the
prophet would be fulfilled. (CEB)

This passage made me reflect on whom, if anyone, in modern
times will have an impact similar to the baby born in Bethlehem so
many centuries ago. Will we know him if we see or meet him?
Based on the events and people who make headlines today, I am
doubtful. We glorify rock and movie stars, athletes, and those who
by birth alone use their notoriety and wealth to leave their mark.
I feel we’re looking in the wrong places and at the wrong people
for our Savior. We need to focus on someone who works hard,
giving time and energy, teaching and leading by example, and
honoring others.
As we await the arrival of our Savior during this Advent season,
let’s stop and look around carefully. Jesus is near.
Heavenly Father, direct our eyes, minds, and hearts in our search
for the “right” Savior. Amen.
Judy Compton
Affton Christian Church

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary was
engaged to Joseph, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit.
Joseph, being a righteous man, didn’t want to humiliate her, and
so decided to call off their engagement quietly. At this time, an
angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit.
She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.”
I think about Joseph and his feelings about Mary’s pregnancy.
Before Joseph had received information from the angel, he was
disturbed by the pregnancy. However, after Joseph listened to
the angel and realized that this new life would impact others, he
accepted the child and his wife. When Joseph woke up, he did
just as the angel from God commanded and took Mary as his
wife. We are not always aware of the many gifts that God has
planned for us, or how the new lives that are created everyday
will benefit this world, but we have to keep hope and realize that
changes can be good.
The first step to understanding changes or new birth is to realize
they are gifts from God. Joseph was not aware of what gift God
had planned for him and Mary. During the last week of Advent,
we celebrate new life and the wonders that it brings. We
celebrate the rebirth of understanding and our finding of divine
purpose in this world—like Jesus whose purpose was to save the
people from their sins.
God, we thank you for all you do for us as we continue to walk in
your path and try to fulfill your vision of creating a better world.
Amen.
Andrea Scott
Affton Christian Church
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Friday, December 19, 2014

Saturday, December 6, 2014

Please read Luke 1:26–38

Please read Micah 6:6–8

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. (NIV)

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (NRSV)

I lead a busy life. I work full time as a medical biller, I am the
worship leader in my church, I am in college pursuing a degree
in music, I am an activist in my community, and I love spending
time with family and friends. Having a hectic schedule leaves
very little room for planned changes. Far too often I have been
reminded that my plan and God’s plan are entirely two different
things.
Four months ago my coworker went on medical leave. I took on
the responsibility of her duties along with mine. I’d been pushing
through the heavy work load with the promise that she would
return and things would soon go back to normal. Later, I was
informed my coworker wouldn’t be returning, and my job duties
would be changing permanently. To me this was bad news. I had
a plan and it was working. What was I going to do now? As I
began to worry, I felt a gentle reminder that God has many times
shown me favor and all I had to do was have faith. After prayer
and a meeting with my boss, it was decided that not only would
my duties be lighter with this change, but it would open up room
in my schedule for other things. Praise God!
I can’t imagine how Mary felt when Gabriel appeared, telling her
what God had planned for her life. As you read the story, Mary
had her own plans. I can only assume this new plan didn’t
initially sound like good news at all. The Bible clearly states that
Mary was troubled, but Gabriel reassured her by letting her know
she had found favor with God. Mary had faith and believed God
would work it out, and you know what? God did! Now that’s good
news!
Dear Heavenly Father, remind us, even when plans change and
even when it doesn’t initially sound like good news, your plan is
greater. Through your favor, it is still working out for our good. In
Jesus name, Amen.
Sherry Dickerson
Liberation Christian Church
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The requirements listed in Micah bind together my relationship
with the people in my life and with God. My attitude toward God
is shown in my actions toward the people I meet. When you or I
do justice and act in loving ways toward the people we meet, we
walk humbly with our God.
Therefore, during this Advent season, let us check out our
relationships with the people in our lives, asking ourselves
questions such as these:


Name someone who once betrayed your trust. Ask, how can
I rebuild that trust?



Name someone whose beliefs are quite different from yours.
Ask, what can I do to understand that person’s beliefs?



Name a person with whom you have had a disagreement.
Ask, what can I do to help us get along with each other?



Name a person who holds opinions that are offensive to you.
Ask, what can I do to establish a positive relationship with
that person?



Name a person who only has enough to purchase the bare
necessities of life. Ask, what can I do that would really help
that person?



Name a person who can buy more than he or she really
needs. Ask, what can I do that would help that person?

It may sound easy to say that we pledge ourselves to do justice,
love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God, but these are
challenging tasks.
God who lights the way for us in this Advent, show us that
through our relationships we may be reconciled with people who
differ from us and thereby be reconciled with you. Amen.
Norm Linville
Compton Heights Christian Church

9

Offering comfort-filled light

Thursday, December 18, 2014
Please read John 1:1–5
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it
out. (TEV)

The Rural Electrification Act of 1935, which provided loans to
establish electric cooperatives, brought dramatic change to the
lives of America’s rural families. At that time, ninety percent of
the nation’s farms lacked electricity. Work stopped at dark, and
tasks of drudgery, especially for women who carried buckets of
water from a well or creek to their kitchens, filled the day. That
all changed with the coming of electricity. Pumps carried water,
and light bulbs provided a new source of light. Families were
no longer restricted to flickering candles and smoky kerosene
lamps for light. Work hours could be extended by illuminating
barns.
The birth of Jesus also brought new light to the world. Jesus,
through his teaching and example, illuminated the path that
brings us into a closer relationship with God. No matter how
much darkness surrounds us or how difficult the challenge, the
light Jesus provides is always there. As the Apostle Paul
reassures us in Roman 8:38, “For I am certain that nothing can
separate us from his love.” (TEV)
Just as the coming of electricity to rural America after 1935
changed lives, Jesus changes our lives. The good news he
brings illuminates our way to God. It is never so dark that
Jesus’ light cannot penetrate the darkness.
Lord, thank you for the light of your love. Thank you for your
constant presence that guides us through the sometimes dark
valleys we encounter on our life’s journey. Amen.
John Fisher
First Christian Church, Kennett
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Wednesday, December 17, 2014

Sunday, December 7, 2014

Please read Psalm 89:1–4, 24–26
David’s song: I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; with my mouth I will
make your faithfulness known through all generations.
I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your
faithfulness in heaven itself.
God’s response: My faithful love will be with him, and through my name his
horn will be exalted.
I will set his hand over the sea, His right hand over the rivers. (NIV)

David sings of God’s love in this Psalm and of what God said about
David. A similar scenario happened to me with a popular, modern
song. Between 2:00 and 3:00 one morning, my brain started repeatedly
singing a country song that I particularly like, but with misplaced
wording. It took a while, but I finally realized that if I listened to that
particular wording, it was God singing to me and my answer to God.
Of course, it took an internet search to find the correct lyrics to “All of
Me” by John Legend, and then to realize how God (and part of my
subconscious brain) reworded the song. Rather than words between
two people who love each other, think about this wording of the chorus
as from God:
Cause all of me
Loves all of you
All your perfect imperfections
Give your all to me
I’ll give my all to you.

Second Sunday of Advent

Please read Isaiah 40:1–8

Our response:
You’re my end and my beginning
Even when I lose I’m winning
‘Cause I give you all of me
And you give me all of you.

Do you hear my thoughts? God knows our “perfect imperfections” (our
errors, dreams, thoughts, everything) and still loves us. Do we really
believe that God is our Alpha and our Omega? Do we know that
because God loves us we can win even during the not-so-good (or
really bad) times? What a wonderful message to sing during Advent!
Thank you, God, for these two songs, one thousands of year old and one
modern, telling us that you always love us. Amen.
Kay Marshall
Crossroads Christian Church

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. (NRSV)

Sometimes, to get from my house to Barnes Jewish Medical
Center to make a hospital call, I drive down Kingshighway
Boulevard, one of the historic old streets in St. Louis. I go past
the former St. Louis Christian Home, started as an expression
of a dream of a group of women at Union Avenue Christian
Church. I drive past Memorial Boulevard Christian Church and
see its signs inviting people from the neighborhood to come
and eat there. Getting nearer Barnes, palatial hotels and the
dignity of Forest Park help create a setting that could be called
royal. Kingshighway. In California, they have the El Camino
Real, Spanish for King’s Highway, connecting the old Spanish
missions like beads on a necklace.
The second section of the book of Isaiah is set during the time
of the Babylonian exile. With Chapter 40 it begins not in
despair, hopelessness, apathy, depression, or anger, but with
hope. The exile will not last forever, which Isaiah reminded the
strangers in a strange land. God will lead us home someday.
Where our parents were marched across dry desert, slogging
up hill and down, heads low in defeat, our children, or maybe
we, will be released from bondage and will find the way home
that God has prepared. Instead of desert paths there will be a
highway, wide and broad, with streams of water to refresh us.
Is it any wonder that John the Baptist would pick up on this
theme to bring hope to his own generation—and to us?
Prepare the way. Make straight the ways of the Lord. Have
hope.
Help me prepare the way in the dry and desert parts of my heart,
O God, so that Jesus may come and lead me to freedom. Amen.
Michael Dixon
Crossroads Christian Church
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Tuesday, December 16, 2014

Monday, December 8, 2014
Please read Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13

Please read 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24

Faithful love and truth have met; righteousness and peace have kissed. (CEB)

Do not quench the Spirit….The one who calls you is faithful. (NRSV)

Mistletoe seems like an odd decoration to hang in our homes
during Advent, for some varieties of the plants are poisonous;
eating the white berries can cause stomach problems. In addition,
mistletoe is parasitic, meaning it attaches itself to trees and steals
the host’s water and nutrients. Seed-eating birds easily disperse
the sticky berry seeds in trees, whereby the seeds dig in and
enjoy the light at the tops of trees. What’s even odder is that we
encourage lovers to kiss under this plant! What’s with that?

Advent is a mystical time, a time when Christ is in the world and
yet we await his coming anew. A time when we acknowledge that
we have been changed by Christ’s presence in our lives and yet
we await the transformation brought by his birth. A time when we
prepare for Christ’s coming.

According to an ancient legend, the Norse god Baldur was
protected by his mother, Frigg, who went to all the plants and
animals and asked them to not harm her son. She forgot to speak
with the mistletoe, which someone used to kill her son by forming
an arrow from the plant. Some versions of the legend say he was
resurrected. Frigg declared that mistletoe would never again be
used as a weapon, but instead she would kiss anyone who
walked under it.
The psalmist also used the imagery of kissing, but between
righteousness and peace. The writer asked God to restore the
world, to put away anger. Making the world right and creating
peace are not easy to do, and sometimes it’s good to be angry
with the way things are. It’s through the hard work of striving to
make a change in the world that we find hope—a place where
right actions and peace kiss. The next time you stand underneath
the mistletoe, may you not only kiss the one you love, but plan to
work for a better world as we await the birth the Jesus.

I live in St. Louis; this summer and fall our community was
rocked by the deaths of Michael Brown and Vonderitt Myers, Jr.
The deaths of these two young African American men and the
resulting public outcry have shined a light on the deep divisions
in our community—on the great need for change, for healing, for
reconciliation.
How do we prepare for the birth of our Savior in the face of the
brokenness that exists in our community and in the world? Paul,
in his letter to the Thessalonians, has an answer. In a reflection
on this passage, Kathleen Norris describes it as “a primer…for
holding on to our faith in these or any times: be thankful, pray no
matter what, listen for the spirit’s prompting and do not spurn it
when it comes, refuse to scorn with worldly wisdom the words of
prophets.”
Our Regional Assembly was held the weekend after Myers’
death. I was grateful to be part of the Regional Praise choir as
we closed Saturday night’s service with a song written by Steve
Angrisano—“Go Make a Difference.”

Thank you, God, for kissing us with your grace. May you inspire us
to live right, walk in peace, and offer a kiss of hope during this
Advent season. Amen.

The lyrics in part read, “We are the hands of Christ, reaching out
to those in need, the face of God for all to see. We are the spirit
of hope, we are the voice of peace...go make a difference in the
world.”

Douglas Cripe
First Christian Church, Kennett

The Spirit moves among us, for God calls to us. With God, we
can make a difference in the world.
Thank you, God, for calling to us. May we reach out to each other
and be a voice of peace in the face of brokenness. May our lives
bear witness to your love and faithfulness. Amen.
Kathy Mead
Compton Heights Christian Church
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Monday, December 15, 2014

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Please read Isaiah 61:8–11

Please read Mark 1:1–8

I will make an everlasting covenant with them. (NRSV)

I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way. (NIV)

It was a scorcher, early in August, in that beautiful little church.
All our families; friends from high school, college, and work;
and God served as our witnesses to our vows that day. Our
covenant to one another felt like a well-staged production. It
held such an important value, an importance that I am still
uncovering every day of my life. Marriage is a work in progress
that I am still working on today, and sometimes we both need
some moments apart. After these times alone we then come
back refreshed and enjoy spending time in each other’s
company. There is always a new experience to look forward to.

There have been many times in my life where I was completely
unaware that God already prepared the way for me. Being lost in
the midst of bills, responsibilities, grief, and whatever other tough
things come our way, can blind us to God’s view of our situation.
It can seem all but impossible to remember that no matter what
we face, our Father in heaven has already prepared a way out
and is rooting for our success every step of the way.

God, like my husband and I, had to work things out through the
ages by making covenants. When exploring the major
covenants between God and humans, the number of
covenants depends on whether or not you include God’s
conversation with Adam about not eating from the “Tree of
Life” (Genesis 2:15-17). This is probably why we ended up
needing the other covenants in the first place. If Adam and Eve
could have just followed what was asked the first time—but we
parents all know how that goes. God, however, has great
redemptive capacity for second, third, fourth, and more
chances to learn, to hear, and to follow. During Advent, we
remember that God continues to make covenants with us each
time we anticipate and celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. For it is your
business, not mine. You will know every shade of my
suffering. You will care for me with your perfect
fatherhood. Amen.
George Mac Donald and Lila Daus
Affton Christian Church

Mark’s Gospel later speaks about those who sought out John the
Baptist to confess their sins and be cleansed by the purifying
waters of baptism. I can imagine how hard it may have been for
each of those people, admitting their sins, long-kept secrets,
while trading them for the peace that only God can provide. How
was it that they just knew it was time and that they were in fact
ready to take that next step? We can surmise that they
understood a way had already been prepared and the Way
Maker was waiting for them with open arms.
During times of confusion, frustration, sadness, and loss, we can
find comfort. In knowing that while we may struggle, feel lost and
afraid, while traveling from one point in life to another, not only
will God open a door or window for us, but in fact provide peace
in the hallway as we walk. There is peace in knowing that
although we struggle to see it with our own eyes in the moment,
a way has been prepared. We are safe, loved, and assured that
no matter what we face, we never face it alone.
Father/Mother God, you are the Way Maker. I turn over all my fears
and am open and willing to accept that you are already ahead of
me as you sent Jesus ahead of us all. Thank you for peace in the
hallways of my life. In you, Father, I trust, with all my flaws, sins,
fears, and worries. In Jesus name, Amen.
Aziza Binti Harris
Liberation Christian Church
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Wednesday, December 10, 2014
Please read Psalm 27:1–6

Sunday, December 14, 2014

Third Sunday of Advent

Please read Isaiah 61:1–4

Already I’m singing God-songs; I’m making music to GOD. (MSG)

I read an NPR article that said everybody has a playlist. You
know, those songs you carry in your head and in your heart
that remind you of sometime or someplace or someone. Think
about it. You hear a song and you remember. Likewise, you
remember and you hear a song.
Psalm 27 must have been one of those kinds of songs for
David. It’s a song David carried in his head and heart
reminding him of God’s assurance of hope in the midst of great
strife. Psalm 27 would have been on David’s playlist.
Advent is a season filled with music. What songs are on your
playlist? Do they tell the story of God’s love made visible? Do
they remind you of God’s promise of hope even when all
seems hopeless? Now is the time to sing God-songs and make
music to God! Sing and remember God’s promise of hope and
steadfast love.
God, you have promised good to me; your word my hope
secures; your will my shield and portion be, as long as life
endures. Amen.
Tammy Tobin Woodard
Affton Christian Church

He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of the LORD’s favor
has come…to all who mourn in Israel, he will give a crown of beauty for
ashes, a joyous blessing instead of mourning, festive praise instead of
despair. (NLT)

As I meditate on this passage, I think about my experience after
losing my mom. I’m an only child, and it’s been her and me since I
was two years old. We were two peas in a pod, each other’s
shadow. We would talk at least twice a day on the phone.
She received a diagnosis of cervical cancer four years prior to her
death. She tolerated the chemo treatment very well until her
walking was affected, and she chose to stop the treatments. I
supported all her choices after I insisted that she had to make her
choices rather than me. I moved her home with me and cared for
her. I was forever grateful that God placed me in a position to
move her in and blessed me without a job so I could be available
for her 24 hours a day, until she went home to be with God. I was
truly thankful for the opportunity to return just a little of the love and
care she gave me while I was growing up.
My process of mourning was a blessed experience because I felt
God’s comfort and strength every moment. God’s presence and
my mom’s love engulfed me and held me together with each tear
that fell...along with family and friends allowing me the necessary
space to grieve. God took momma home on February 24, 2014,
ten days after celebrating her 73rd birthday. I became
commissioned as a minister on Mother’s Day.
So here I am, several months later, seeing my mother’s transition
as a significant occurrence that needed to happen, so I could step
into my calling while experiencing my greatest and higher self. I
understand how a “crown of beauty” can emerge from the ashes—
something that we hear again during Advent as we wait in hope.
Dear Father/Mother God, as you hold us, keep us and comfort us
during our greatest challenges and tragedies, Remind us of your
promise to exchange our ashes for your crown of beauty. We
promise to give you a festive praise instead of being marked by
despair. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
June L. Glover
Liberation Christian Church
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Shining the good news

Thursday, December 11, 2014
Please read Psalm 27:7–14
Come, my heart says, seek God’s face. (CEB)

Fear of rejection. This real or imagined fear has ensnared many of
us for brief moments or even years of our lives. Therapists tell us
that each new fearful situation we face can trigger early childhood
events that involve fears of rejection or abandonment. We all go
through developmental stages that are laden with fears of
rejection. Common real or imagined fears of rejection involve our
parents abandoning us, our friends deserting us, or even God
leaving us to face our fears alone.
In today’s reading, the psalmist voices his fear of God’s
abandonment in crying out, “Don’t leave me all alone!” (vs. 9). The
psalmist then verbalizes a possible fear of his parents leaving
him. In verse 12, he describes others’ abandonment of him. How
do we alleviate such fears that can immobilize us? The psalmist
states that when we face such overpowering fears of being left
alone, we are called to “seek God’s face.” A peace that passes all
understanding is found when we follow what our heart tells us to
do in seeking God’s presence.
The psalmist assures us that we can experience peace in the
midst of our fears. During times of loss, heartache,
unemployment, declines of physical or emotional health, and
many other situations that evoke fears of being alone or rejected,
we can find comfort in the psalmist’s surety in God’s goodness
and presence. Though people may at some point reject us, we
are never alone. God’s peace is always awaiting us when we
seek it.
God, we are all too often overcome with fears and feel alone. Please
help us seek your face and feel the comfort of your peaceful
embrace. Amen.
Jennifer Phoenix
Compton Heights Christian Church
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Friday, December 12, 2014

Saturday, December 13, 2014

Please read Luke 1:5–17

Please read Psalm 127

He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before his birth. (CEB)

Children are a blessing and a gift from the LORD. (CEV)

The angel spoke the above words to Zechariah about John’s
coming birth, possibly to calm him in the midst of a scary time. I
can remember the feelings of every pregnancy! The child is
jumping around, getting stronger, getting ready to be born.
Back then we didn’t know if it would be a little boy or a little girl,
but we really didn’t care. We just wanted a healthy baby. There
were some rather heated conversations about names, which
was when we learned the art of compromise that we practiced
for the next 46 years.

Those who know me best consider me pretty organized. I make
lists to help me: grocery lists, daily to-do lists, church
responsibility lists, weekly commitment lists, and others. My
yellow tablets have a permanent place on my kitchen counter.
What a sense of accomplishment I feel when I check items off my
lists as I complete them! I even add tasks already completed just
to check them off my list. It doesn't matter how organized we are
or how many lists we make if God is not at the very top of our
lists.

Baby was preparing, and so were we. I knitted and sewed and
crocheted little outfits. We found appropriate second-hand
furniture, and we were all set; all we needed was a baby. The
time just crawled. Through God’s wisdom and timing, we were
blessed with three beautiful little girls.

The psalmist gives us a list of guidelines about organizing a
home. Whatever we do in life, God must be the foundation, the
beginning item, even when making something as simple as a daily
list. You will see results if you start your day with God at the very
top of your list. Your day will flow more smoothly. The pressure
you might feel to complete everything on your list will subside.
Your outlook will be brighter. Others may follow your example.
Stress will be less!

My greatest regret is that I had not yet begun my journey in
faith. Oh, I went to church now and then, watched television
shows with various religious talking heads as hosts, went
through the motions of praying occasionally, but it was a rather
haphazard spiritual exercise. I know we would have made
much better parents if we had been more focused on things
that I now hold sacred. During this time of Advent, as you are
waiting, focus on those sacred moments to celebrate, whether
alone or with your family.
Comforting God, your constant willingness to forgive is
amazing. As we await Jesus’ birth, let us patiently wait as you
bless us with grace. Amen.
Jan Evans
Crossroads Christian Church

The psalmist highlighted that children are a blessing, and the
Advent season is a time when we focus on the children in our
lives. We make Christmas lists for our own children, our
grandchildren, other children in our family, church children,
children of friends, less fortunate children, co-workers’ children,
and the list continues. Do we start our lists by putting God's name
at the top, remembering Jesus as the most important child on our
Christmas gift lists? After all, wasn’t Jesus the greatest gift given
for us? It’s not too early to think about those Christmas lists and
all of those precious children whose names will appear on our
lists. Just remember the most important child on every list and
place the name at the very top!
We thank you, God, for putting us at the top of your list, by giving
us the greatest gift of all, your son Jesus. He truly is the gift that
keeps on giving. Amen.
Linda Kelly
First Christian Church, Kennett

16

17

